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NEXT MEETING: DECEMBER 14TH   7-30PM    MEMBERS’ MEETING
PROGRAMME
1. Lindisfarne’s Geese - George Dodds
2. Britain's rarest orchid - a ghostly tale - Colin Scrutton
3. Walking in a Weedy Wonderland – Richard Poppleton
4. Refreshments - as we are approaching Christmas, as in previous years, please bring along some nibbles to
accompanying coffee and tea!
5.   Quiz

Late Autumn Jottings
Our usual front page columnist Jack Daw is indisposed at the moment, so I’m covering for him.
November so far has been remarkably mild and dry in Northumberland, although I can’t help

remembering that November 2010 was also mild – until the snow came.  One consequence is that some of our
resident breeding birds do get confused.  I’m sure I’ve detected signs of pre-breeding activity amongst our
garden blackbirds, for example, even though I know that some of them will be winter incomers from other parts
of northern Europe.  We really do need some good cold weather soon to convince them that producing a brood
now would not be a good idea.

One thing to look out for over the next few weeks is evidence of the unusual
since our strange weather patterns must produce some unseasonal behavior in
both animals and plants.  In a wet field near Bolton village (the one that used
to have the Leper Colony in the 13th and 14th centuries!) there are two trees
that from the road look as though they are in flower. I stopped today to look
more closely to find they are willows whose catkins are still full of ‘thistle-
down’ seeds.
I really can’t remember seeing willows in this state this late before.  Probably
the lack of heavy rains and gales has allowed the downy seeds to stay attached.

Winter thrushes are around in large flocks.  There are far more Fieldfares than Redwings but this is what
we usually find inland in the early part of the winter.  Those farms that grow grain only for their own stock do
tend to leave some fields in stubble until spring ploughing and there have been very large groups of geese
(>500) taking advantage of these feeding opportunities.  They are mostly Greylags (regarded as feral birds
these days), but on my patch they have sometimes been joined by smaller groups of Canadas.

The effects of the last two winters on our owl populations is, I think, quite obvious.  Driving home from
Alnwick after dark used to reveal regular tawnys and barns, but at the moment we are lucky if, in ten miles, a
single tawny is caught in the headlights.  It would be interesting to know if that is true in all parts of our area.

When you are at the coast don’t forget that now is a good time to reacquaint yourself with the larger
seaweeds.  There are usually plenty of specimens cast up on the shore and a small guide like the Collins Pocket
Guide to the Sea Shore should enable you to revise your knowledge of the kelps, the wracks and the other types
of brown, red and green seaweeds.

Kitty Wake
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PLANT CORNER 
 
At the end of October, while walking in the Edlingham area and on Caller Crags above the Alnwick Moor 
road, we noted 41 species still showing some flower.  It is possible that a few of these may still have some late 
flowers at the end of November when you get this newsletter.  Meanwhile, in the crop fields here at Titlington 
Mount I’ve recently noted three particularly prolific weeds. 
 
Corn Spurrey (Spergula arvensis) is recorded in Swan’s Flora as common in 
both North and South Northumberland, although people I speak to from the Tyne 

Valley say they see it rather rarely.  It belongs to the 
family Caryophyllaceae, along with the Chickweeds, 
Campions and Stitchworts.  The characteristics that 
make it unmistakeable are the growth of the greyish, 
stickily-hairy leaves in whorls at intervals up the thin 
tough stems, combined with the flowers, which are 
borne on oddly angled stems.  The flowers themselves 
are not very obvious and in fact they only open for a 
few hours each day in the afternoons and the plants 
are more commonly self-pollinated.  One of the 
reasons for its common occurrence in our area is its major preference for light 
acidic soils which, together with its resistance to some common herbicides, allows 
it to flourish.  

 
Common Ramping Fumitory (Fumaria muralis) is usually to be found here 
growing along the edges of the barley fields, but this year one field that was 
ploughed but not drilled in the late summer has large patches of foliage that I 
thought from a distance were one of the Mayweeds.  But looking more closely 
they turned out to be the Fumitory.  Common Ramping-fumitory is one of 
several very similar species in the family Fumariaceae. The term ‘ramping’ 
refers to its tendency to scramble up through any suitable vegetation, although in 
this particular field there is no other vegetation at the moment to scramble 
through, which is why it is growing in uncharacteristicly dense clumps close to 
the ground.  
 
Groundsel (Senecio vulgaris) is one of the composite plants of family 
Asteraceae.  Apparently the name comes from an Anglo-Saxon source meaning ‘ground swallower’, a 

reference to its rapid spread over disturbed ground.  When Jane and I did one 
of the coastal farm surveys this spring 
Groundsel was the commonest weed in the 
fields that had been left fallow over winter.  
The generic name Senecio is from the Latin 
word meaning ‘old man’ and this refers to the 
yellow hair (flowers) that turns white (seed 
heads) and then goes bald (after seed 
dispersal).  Old herbalists claimed an amazing 
range of medicinal properties for Groundsel.  
So if you marinade the flowers in your beer 
your jaundice will be cured and if you apply 
the leaves as a poultice to the belly of a crying 

infant its colic will disappear.  And for good measure you can make an 
infusion of the whole plant and feed it to your horse to cure staggers and bot-
fly worms.  But don’t quote me as recommending any of these remedies!  
 



 SIGHTINGS   OCTOBER   2011 
BIRDS  
Red-throated Diver 3 at Annstead on 9th and 6 at Ross Back Sands on the 16th 
Black-throated Diver 1 at Annstead on the 9th 
Great Northern Diver 1 at Annstead on the 9th 
Little Grebe 2 at Branton Ponds on the 7th 
Great Crested Grebe Up to 4 all month at Branton Ponds  
Manx Shearwater 1 at Annstead on the 9th 
Whooper Swan 3 at Branton Ponds on the 7th and 11th also 7 at Swarland on the 15th 
Pink-footed Goose Monks House Pool on 1st and 350 at East Chevington on the 26th 
Barnacle Goose Up to10 at Monks House Pool on the 1st and 9th. Also 240 at Fenham Flats on the 

16th and 218 at East Chevington on the 26th  
Snow Goose  2 at Monks House Pool on the 1st 
Greylag Goose 40 at Monks House Pool on the 1st 
Ross's Goose 2 at Monks House Pool on the 9th 
Shelduck 245 at Budle Bay on the 16th 
Shoveler Up to 14 all month at Monks House Pool 
Goldeneye 7 at Branton Ponds on the 12th 
Goosander 22 at Branton Ponds on the 17th 
Pochard 2 at Branton Ponds on the 17th 
Lesser Scaup 1 at Marden Quarry all month, a rare visitor from North America and was still 

present at time of writing 
Pintail 2 at East Chevington on the 26th  
Sparrowhawk 1 at Swarland on the 10th and 18th 
Buzzard 1 at Newton on the Moor on the 13th and 1 at Swarland on the 15th  
Merlin 1 on Holy Island on the 16th, 26th and 30th 
Peregrine 1 at Fenham Flats on the 16th 
Hen Harrier 1 at Annstead on the 9th and 1 on Holy Island on the 30th 
Oystercatcher 840 at Guile Point on the 16th 
Golden Plover 250 at Monks House Pool on the 9thand 650 at East Chevington on the 26th 
Knot  50 at Stag Rocks on the 1stand 150 at East Chevington on the 26th 
Snipe  7 at Monks House Pool on the 27th 
Bar-tailed Godwit 520 at Guile Point on the 16th 
Black-tailed Godwit  4 on the 1stand 6 on the 9th both Monks House Pool also 1 at Budle Bay on the 

16th 
Sanderling  270 at Fenham Flats on the 16th 
Little Stint  4 at Low Newton on the 20th 
Ruff  2 at East Chevington on the 26th 
Little Egret 4 at Beal Point on the 3rd 
Long-tailed Skua 1 (juvenile ) at Stag Rocks on the 1st 
Arctic Skua 2 at Holy Island on the 3rd and 1 on the 26th also 1 at Cresswell 25th 
Pomerine Skua 1 at Stag Rocks on the 23rd 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 32 at Branton Ponds on the 2nd 
Little Gull 6 at Stag Rocks on the 23rd 
Mediterranean Gull 1 (1st winter bird) at Monks House Pool on the 23rd 
Herring Gull 130 at Swarland on the 28th 
Common Gull 40 at Swarland on the 5th 
Sandwich Tern 2 at Stag Rocks on the 23rd 
Arctic Tern 1 at Stag Rocks on the 23rd 
Turtle Dove 1 (heard) Branton Ponds on the 11th 
Kingfisher 1 at Branton Ponds all month 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 3 at Swarland on the 28th 
Sand Martin 6 at Branton Ponds on the 4th 



 
Swallow 6 at Branton Ponds on the 7th, 20 at Powburn on the 5th and 1 at Newton on the 

Moor on the 5th 
Grey Wagtail 1 in Hulne Park on the 28th 
Dipper 1 in Hulne Park on the 28th 
Fieldfare 50 over Branton on the 20th and 6 at Smeafield on the 5th 
Redwing  3 at Holy Island on the 3rd and 1 at Branton on the 6th 
Blackcap  1 on Holy Island on the 3rd and 6 on the 26th also 5 at Cresswell Pond on the 25th 
Chiffchaff 4 on Holy Island on the 26th 
Yellow-browed Warbler 2 on Holy Island on the 3rd and 1 on the 26th also 1 at Cresswell Pond on the 25th 

and 1 at St Mary's Island on the 26th   
Goldcrest Many on Holy Island on the 3rd 
Firecrest 1 at St Mary's on the 24th 
Long-tailed Tit 12 at Branton Ponds on the 10th and 15 at Swarland on the 18th 
Nuthatch 1 singing at Swarland all month 
Treecreeper 1 at Swarland on the 14th 
Hooded Crow  1 at Elwick on the 16th 
Rook 80 at Swarland on the 18th 
Jackdaw 40 at Swarland on the 9th 
Jay  1 at Felton on the 20th 
Tree Sparrow Singing at Swarland in the first half of the month 
Brambling 1 on Holy Island on the 3rd and 3 on the 26th. 
Siskin 1 at Swarland on the 31st 
Twite 120 at Bamburgh GC on the 27th 
Crossbill 25 at Thrunton Woods on the 27th 
Lapland Bunting 1 on Holy Island on the 16th, 11 on the 26th and 1 on the 30th 
MAMMALS  
Porpoise 2 off Stag Rocks on the 1st 
Stoat 1 at Branton on the 13th and 1 at Felton on the 4th 
Badger 1 at Chillingham Park on the 14th. 
Red Squirrel 1 at Branton on the 6th and several in Swarland all month 
Grey Squirrel 1 at Old Swarland on the 14th 
INVERTEBRATES  
Peacock Singles in Swarland on the 1st and 15th 
Red Admiral Up to 6 all month in Swarland 
Small Tortoiseshell Singles in Swarland up to the 24th 
Large White Singles in Swarland on the 9th and 11th 
Silver-Y 1 in Swarland on the 1st 
Red Green Carpet 1 in Swarland on the 1st 
Yellow Line Quaker 1 in Swarland on the 1st 
Merveille du Jour 1 in Swarland on the 1st 
November Moth 1 in Swarland on the 1st 
RAINFALL 45.5mm 
OBSERVERS I &K Davison,  M Hall,  A Keeble,  D Makepeace,  S Reay,  S Sexton. 
Please send sightings reports for September, no later than 6th December, to: 
Ian & Keith Davison, The Bungalow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW 

or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk 
 
Copies of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after the paper 

publication. 
. 



Howick Moths October 2011 
 

Code Taxon Vernacular Totals 
464 Plutella xylostella Diamond-back Moth 1 
483 Epermenia chaerophyllella  1 
648 Endrosis sarcitrella White-shouldered House Moth 3 
672 Depressaria heraclei Parsnip Moth 1 
819 Scrobipalpa costella  1 
874 Blastobasis lacticolella  1 
1011 Pseudargyrotoza conwagana  1 
1041 Acleris sparsana  11 
1048 Acleris variegana Garden Rose Tortrix 8 
1139 Epinotia tenerana Nut Bud Moth 1 
1395 Udea ferrugalis Rusty-dot Pearl 32 
1631 Poecilocampa populi December Moth 10 
1760 Chloroclysta siterata Red-green Carpet 17 
1764 Chloroclysta truncata Common Marbled Carpet 2 
1767 Thera firmata Pine Carpet 1 
1768 Thera obeliscata Grey Pine Carpet 3 
1769 Thera britannica Spruce Carpet 32 
1776 Colostygia pectinataria Green Carpet 5 
1795x Epirrita dilutata agg. November Moth agg. 20 
1913 Ennomos alniaria Canary-shouldered Thorn 1 
1923 Colotois pennaria Feathered Thorn 12 
1935 Erannis defoliaria Mottled Umber 1 
2020 Diloba caeruleocephala Figure of Eight 1 
2087 Agrotis segetum Turnip Moth 1 
2107 Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing 5 
2126 Xestia c-nigrum Setaceous Hebrew Character 3 
2134 Xestia xanthographa Square-spot Rustic 1 
2199 Mythimna pallens Common Wainscot 3 
2240 Lithophane leautieri Blair's Shoulder-knot 9 
2245 Allophyes oxyacanthae Green-brindled Crescent 10 
2247 Dichonia aprilina Merveille du Jour 3 
2256 Eupsilia transversa Satellite 1 
2258 Conistra vaccinii Chestnut 10 
2259 Conistra ligula Dark Chestnut 7 
2262 Agrochola circellaris Brick 6 
2263 Agrochola lota Red-line Quaker 25 
2264 Agrochola macilenta Yellow-line Quaker 22 
2306 Phlogophora meticulosa Angle Shades 22 
2361 Hydraecia micacea Rosy Rustic 24 
2364 Gortyna flavago Frosted Orange 2 
2441 Autographa gamma Silver Y 48 
2477 Hypena proboscidalis Snout 5 
2484 Schrankia costaestrigalis Pinion-streaked Snout 1 
  Total  374 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Above - Rusty-dot Pearl. A scarce migrant to Northumberland. Record 

numbers were at Howick during the month. 
 

 
 

Above – Pinion Streaked Snout. 
 

 
 

Above – Turnip Moth Stuart Sexton 



Howick October Highlights. 
 

We spent the first week of October on holiday in Norfolk in very unseasonal 
weather. It was warm and sunny with most day temperatures between 24 – 30 
degrees! A lot warmer than any day at Howick this year that’s for sure. 
 
Arriving home on 8th, a small movement of Barnacle Geese was apparent 
with 12, 7 and 30 birds all moving north. Re-orientating, then heading west to 
the Solway no doubt. 
 
 The following morning, 9th, 9 Redwings flew W and a seawatch between 
12.20pm and 1.20pm included – 3 Velvet Scoter, 83 Common Scoter, 1 
Pintail, 4 Goldeneye, 1 Scaup, 3 Red breasted Merganser, 1 Goosander, 
all heading north and 4 Sandwich and 1 Arctic Tern going S.  
 
Only a brief walk to the Village Wood on 13th had 7 Bramblings, my first of 
the autumn, fly over along with 21 Redwings. A late Whimbrel called strongly 
as it flew north in darkness later on. A few Blackbirds seemed to have arrived 
through the night to boost our local population. 
 
A sunny and warm Saturday 15th was excellent for late butterflies around the 
village and Howick Hall. Red Admiral in particular with 40+ altogether feeding 
on an ivy high in a tree and another 8+ seen flying in other areas. Also 3 
Speckled Wood, 1 Small Tortoiseshell and a Painted Lady came through 
our garden, a good record in a year that has been quiet for this species.   
 

 
Some of the Red Admirals on one Ivy, Howick. 

 
On the same day a Red Squirrel ran rings around us near the Hall and a 
Raven flew over calling a distinctive ‘cronk’ only to be mobbed by crows. This 



rare crow has been seen in this area now quite regularly over the last two 
years.  A very rare bird on the Northumberland Coast. 
 
On the 16th a Barn Owl flew from its roost and over the Village. 
 
The first 2 Whooper Swans flew south on the 20th and my first Fieldfares of 
autumn were in Village wood on 22nd with 20 + feeding on Yew berries.  
 

A nice surprise came on 23rd. I was dog walking along the coast path when a 
female type Snow Bunting was found feeding along the ash surface. This 
seemed to be the start of a few nice migrants here with a year first Whinchat 
on 25th and 2 Black Redstarts on a muck heap near Seahouses Farm on 
26th. 
 
Mammals were few and far between, 3 Pipistrelles in the village, a few Roe 
Deer and occasional Rabbits were the only sightings.  
 

 
Snow Bunting, Howick Coast Path. 

 
Stewart Sexton, Howick. 
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